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REPORT. 


Whickham, 

January  20  th ,  1898. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
1897,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  number  of  Deaths  registered 
in  the  district  was  194.  To  these  must  be  added  11  Deaths  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  district,  who  died  either  at  the  County 
Asylum,  Sedgefield,  or  the  Union  Workhouse,  Gateshead;  thus 
giving  a  total  of  205.  This  calculated  upon  an  estimated  popu¬ 
lation  of  10,100  to  the  middle  of  1897,  gives  a  death-rate  of 
20 ‘47.  84  Deaths  occurred  at  Dunston,  44  at  Swalwell,  34  at 

Whickham,  and  32  at  Marley  Hill,  4  at  Sedgefield,  and  7  at  the 
U: nion  AY orkhouse. 

The  number  of  Births  was  412,  22  more  than  last  year, 
viz.,  198  at  Dunston,  90  at  Swalwell,  67  at  Marley  Hill,  57  at 
Whickham,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  40‘79  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  78, 
giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  7  ‘79  per  1,000  births.  The 
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number  of  Deaths  of  infants  in  each  district  was,  Dunston  41, 
Swalwell  14,  Whickham  12,  Marley  Hill  11. 

The  number  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  was  98,  51  more 
than  last  year.  Of  these  73  were  due  to  Scarlatina,  2  to 
Diphtheria,  12  to  Enteric  Fever,  2  to  Continued  Fever,  2  to 
Puerperal  Fever,  and  7  to  Erysipelas. 

The  Deaths  due  to  Zymotic  disease,  including  Diarrhoea, 
were  19,  1  more  than  last  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1*89. 

Deaths  due  to  Phthisis  were  21,  giving  a  death-rate  of 

2  07. 


Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  were  17, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  1 118. 

For  convenience  sake  it  will  be  better  to  take  the  Infectious 
diseases  in  the  following  order  : — 

Small-pox — nil. 

Scarlatina,  73  cases  were  notified,  viz.  :  26  at  Whickham, 
18  at  Swalwell,  22  at  Marley  Hill,  and  7  at  Dunston ;  3  Deaths 
occurred.  These  cases,  for  the  most  part,  were  of  a  mild 
character,  and  spread,  as  the  above  figures  will  shew,  pretty 
generally  over  the  whole  district.  All  cases  notified  were 
visited  either  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  or  myself.  Isola¬ 
tion  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  disinfectants  gratuitously 
distributed,  and  all  rooms,  clothing,  and  bedding  disinfected, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  A 
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hand-bill  was  posted  throughout  the  district  cautioning  people 
against  visiting  in  infected  houses,  as  this,  in  my  opinion,  was 
the  chief  cause  of  infection. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district,  with 
1  Death  at  Dunston. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Croup  or  Typhus  Fever.  There 
were  12  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  viz.  :  7  at  Dunston,  1  at 
Whickham,  2  each  at  Swalwell  and  Marley  Hill ;  1  Death 
occurring  at  Swalwell.  2  cases  of  Continued  Fever,  2  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever,  with  1  Death  at  Whickham. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  at  Whickham,  Marley  Hill, 
and  Swalwell,  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  September, 
and  October ;  6  Deaths  occurred,  and  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  close  the  Schools  at  Whickham  and  Marley  Hill  for  a  short 
period. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  prevalent  for  the  last  3  months, 
and  Diarrhoea  in  August  and  September. 

Scavenging. — This  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  should,  as  I 
have  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  be  carried  out,  when 
possible,  in  the  early  morning. 

The  water  is  good,  but  the  supply  still  irregular,  especially 
in  Summer;  and  the  Water  Company  still  disregard  my 
previous  recommendation  advising  them  to  issue  notice  of  their 
intention  to  discontinue  the  supply,  causing  the  greatest  incon¬ 
venience  and  danger  to  health,  as  water  has  to  be  procured 
from  more  than  doubtful  sources. 
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The  “  Annual  Survey 11  took  place  as  usual,  when  all 
matters  requiring  the  Council’s  personal  attention  were  brought 
under  their  notice. 

There  has  been  no  prosecution  under  the  “Food  and  Drugs 
Act.” 

Several  houses  and  cottages  are  in  course  of  erection  in 
the  district.  As  the  plans  have  been  inspected  and  passed  by 
your  Council,  they  must  necessarily  be  satisfactory. 

The  amended  plans  for  “  Isolation  Hospital,”  as  approved 
by  the  Durham  County  Council,  are  now  under  consideration, 
and  will,  I  believe,  be  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Whickham 
Urban  Sanitary  Council  on  the  3rd  of  February. 

Appended  are  Tables  A  and  B. 

I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  W.  ATTWATEK, 

Medical  Officer. 


TABLES  A  AND  B 


K2  3.  /  \\  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1897,  in  the  WHICKHAM  URBAN 

l.  ‘  SANITARY  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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